
A Tribute to the Saint Michael Catholic School Class of 2020 
 
This past Sunday, May 31st, at the 11:00 am mass, the church prayed for our 2020 graduates 
as they prepare to leave the cocoon they have all grown up in.  We here at SMCS are just about 
ready to let them spread their wings and fly to new adventures, new school experiences, new 
studies to learn and new growth in their faith journey.   But, first let’s talk a bit about this special 
class.  Each individual student has grown, not only physically, but academically, and most 
importantly spiritually. Most of the class of 2020 has been together since Kindergarten and 2 of 
them since PreK.  So they have had the wonderful opportunity of getting to know each other 
very well and so have all of us here at school.  This special 2020 graduating class has 
weathered many storms together and have come out better young men and young women for 
their experiences. In their last years here at Saint Michael Catholic School these students have 
been able to put into practice what it means to be children of God.  They not only aced most of 
their studies, but they were able to live out the Catholic Social Teachings and the Spiritual 
Works of Mercy.  This was the class that always stepped up to the plate when asked for their 
help without ever complaining.  They washed walls and cleaned the Prek playground, they 
cleaned up the beach and all around school, they weaved sleeping mats out of plastic bags for 
the homeless, they planted and harvested lettuce, vegetables and herbs for Saint Vincent de 
Paul Society pantry, they helped collect food, toys, and clothing for Help 4 Kids, they sorted and 
packaged blankets, food and all sorts of animal goodies for Saint Francis Animal Shelter, they 
learned how to work in the kitchen and make a few meals, they went to nursing homes and 
sang Christmas songs to our elderly neighbors, they led the school in prayers, serving at 
masses, Benediction, and buddying up with Kindergarteners, they played and won many 
volleyball, basketball, soccer and archery matches and tournaments, they have won art 
competitions and sang their hearts out on stage, and they won essay writing contests,  just to 
name a few of the extra curricular activities this class has done.  Individually they each have 
special God given talents and gifts that they do not hide, but share.  One likes to spell, and won 
the regional Scripp Spelling Bee, and the school Spanish Bee, too.  One likes science and could 
have won the state-wide science fair if it wasn’t cancelled because of COVID-19. One who was 
an elected and dutiful official. One who is a budding artist and singer. One who held the class's 
attention with silly antics and one who is a miracle child who through prayer, determination, hard 
work and perseverance came out of a coma and is now 100% recovered over a surprisingly 
short time period.  They are an amazing group of young adults and we applaud their efforts, 
hard work and love for their school and classmates.  We wish them well and our prayers will 
always be with them.  Congratulations to the parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, siblings, etc. 
who made it possible and saw the value of giving their children a Saint Michael Catholic School 
education.  Your investment has been rewarded 10 fold in your children. Go now in peace and 
know you have left an unforgettable mark on your teachers, staff, coaches and administrators 
and also know you are well equipped with the tools you need to succeed in all your future 
endeavors.  Congratulations 2020 Graduates.  May God be with you always and Saint Michael 
the Archangel protect you. GO GATORS!!!!! 
 
 


