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Excellence in Education.  Respect for Life. 

 

July 7, 2020 

 

Dear St. Michael Catholic School Families,  

 

Welcome to a new school year!  I hope this letter finds you happy, healthy, and filled with a spirit of peace, 

love, and joy.  The St. Michael Catholic School staff has been quite busy preparing for our GATOR students 

and families to come together and join us in welcoming you back to school once again.  We are excited to 

embrace a year marked with opportunities for building fresh relationships with our new school families and 

continuing to nurture those relationships that already exist with our returning families.  On behalf of our 

teachers and staff, we excitedly anticipate meeting and collaborating with our parents during the upcoming 

2020-2021 school year. 

 

The Diocese of Charleston – Catholic Schools Office is considering all pertinent data collectively with our 

state and local health agencies, and our Curriculum Committee to make the most appropriate 

recommendations as we plan for the new school year. I have been assured that their recommendations will 

address four core pillars:  health/safety, personnel/finances, facilities, and instructional practices.  These 

pillars will be outlined for each of the three delivery systems the diocese has and will explore:  Students 

returning to the School Building Platform, Students continuing with the Distance Learning Platform, and a 

Hybrid (combined platforms).  Planning around these three platforms will be aligned with social distancing 

guidelines for our local health agencies.  The diocesan principals will spend further time discussing this 

process and timeline during upcoming Root Group gatherings later this month.  Our official first day of school 

is August 17, 2020, which will be an 11:30am early dismissal day.   

 

I am blessed and grateful for the opportunity to serve our students and provide support to our faculty and 

school families alike.  The values associated with Catholic education are at the core of who I am, and the St. 

Michael school community is one that truly has my heart.  Thank you for choosing to sacrifice to send your 

child(ren) to our warm and welcoming school. I am committed to leading St. Michael Catholic School, to 

ensure that our students are provided with a learning environment that inspires imagination, encourages 

creative thinking, promotes perseverance and the pursuit of life-long learning, and fosters faith-filled school 

experiences that strengthen their relationship with God.  I look forward to partnering with our school families 

this upcoming school year.  Thank you for entrusting your child(ren) to the St. Michael Catholic School 

Teachers and Staff. 

 

Much love and many blessings, 

 

Lionel J. Martin 

Principal  

 


